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PREFACE

The Transatlantic Friendship and Mobility Initiative, Bilateral Seminar hosted at the Embassy of France in Washington, D.C. on May 14-15, 2018 was appropriately timed with the 70th Anniversary of the Franco-American Fulbright Commission. The U.S. guests invited to the Seminar included representatives from the U.S. Department of Education, the U.S. Department of State, University of Chicago, Georgia Tech., MIT, Georgetown University, University of Texas at Austin, Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP), AACRAO, NAFSA, ACEI and AICE.  The French delegation included members of the Embassy and Consular staff, Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation (MESRI), Universit[image: image3.png]


 Paris Nanterre, Université de Caen, Science Po Lyon, CNRS North America, Campus France, Conference of University Presidents, Fulbright Commission France. 
Delegation from AACRAO-AICE-ACEI-University of Texas, Austin included the following individuals:

Melanie Gottlieb

Deputy Director, AACRAO

Julia Funaki

Associate Director, AACRAO International

Jasmin Saidi-Kuehnert

President & CEO, Academic Credentials Evaluation Institute, Inc. (ACEI)

President, Association of International Credentials Evaluators, Inc. (AICE)

Chair, International Education Standards Council (IESC), AACRAO

Robert Watkins

Assistant Director of Admissions, Graduate & International Admissions, University of Texas, Austin
Member, International Education Standards Council (IESC), AACAO

Chair, International Publication Advisory Committee (IPAC), AACRAO
This report provides highlights of the Bilateral Seminar.
Day 1, May 14, 2017

Opening Remarks

In his opening remarks, Frédéric Forest, Ph.D., the Deputy Director, Directorate General for Higher Education and Professional Integration at MESRI, spoke of the importance the French President, Emmanuel Macron is placing on science and technology.  He noted that France is investing massively in its higher education.  According to Dr. Forest, since 2010, 27.5 billion has been invested in upgrading the university system so that it can be on the cutting edge of research and innovation. It’s worth noting that in 2018, the French government spent roughly 72 billion euros for education; the second highest ranking expenditure on the budget after tax repayment and abatement and before defense. 
Reforms also include access to higher education and reinforcing student mobility. France is committed to double the number of U.S. students studying at its HEIs and the same for French students coming to the U.S.  Dr. Forest concluded that France and the U.S. Department of State signed a declaration supporting these bilateral initiatives that encourage student mobility between the two countries. 
Goals of the Bilateral Seminar

The goals of the Bilateral Seminar were laid out by Minh-Ha Pham, Ph.D., Scientific Counselor at the Embassy of France in the U.S.  Echoing, Dr. Forest’s remarks, Dr. Pham noted that in 2014, U.S. and France signed a declaration to double the numbers by doing the following:

· promoting and opening access to a diverse student population. 
· increase research collaboration in higher education

· increase student and faculty mobility

· open study abroad opportunities

· reduce the cost of study abroad

· provide English as medium of instruction at its public HEIs

· improve career relevance for students returning from the student abroad experience

· facilitate mutual credit and degree recognition

Nadine Van der Tol, Ph.D., North America Program Manager for Higher Education and Research, and Student Mobility, MESRI, noted that U.S. has been France’s leading scientific partner. In 2017, 16% of French scientific publications involved U.S. partnerships, yet while French students rank 17th in the list of countries sending students to U.S. HEIs, the number of American students studying at French HEIs is very low.  Finding out how France and U.S. can cooperate to help increase the number of U.S. students studying in France was a goal Dr. Van der Tol hoped to see accomplished by the end of the seminar. 
Session 1: Widening the Scope 

Ms. Christel Outreman, Higher Education Attaché, Director of Campus France USA, at the Embassy of France in the U.S., remarked that there is a body of students who are under represented, do not study abroad, and do not have the financial means, and deserve access. These students are attending U.S. community colleges and it is this student body which France would like to focus its attention on and provide access to its HEIs. 

Ms. Outreman mentioned two projects in place to welcome community colleges:

· Boot camp – With the help of CCID, the French set up a two-week program for community college students to visit France. This was an all expenses paid two-week stay and the only thing the students had to do was apply for a passport to travel. At the end of their two-week visit, half of the students were considering studying abroad and and most importantly, studying in France.  The results of this boot camp were seen as so successful, that plans are underway to host another.  
· Pilot program – Another program Campus France USA introduced was to select one student from a community college who entered a classe préparatoire, a two-year program intended for admission to the first year of the master’s in engineering or master’s in business degree program at a Grande École in Engineering or Business, respectively. This pilot program demonstrated how the exchange between a U.S. community college and a French HEI can work. 

Ms. Nancy Ruther, Principal of Gazelle International, stressed that about 55% of U.S. students are enrolled in community colleges and they are the least likely to study abroad. The boot camp raised the profile of community colleges and sparked interest in students on the possibility of studying abroad and most importantly, access.
Alain Mermet, Ph.D., Scientific Attaché, Consulate of France in Houston, TX, shared successful examples of partnerships between France and U.S.  He cited endowments set up by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and American partners that have funded joint research projects. In Summer 2017, a fund was set up with University of Texas, Austin.  He also reminded attendees of the Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship, a program of the U.S. Department of State
that enables students of limited financial means to study or intern abroad. 

Jean-Luc Nahel, Ph.D., International Relations Advisor, Conference of University Presidents, remarked how the French University Institutes of Technology (Institut Universitaire Technologie) which offer the two-year Diplôme Universitaire Technologie (DUT) would be a suitable venue for U.S. community college students to consider for their study abroad experience.  These two-year institutions share a similarity with U.S. community colleges, in that they provide access to the university degree studies, e.g. Licence Professionnelle. 

Mr. Arnaud Roujou de Boubée, Executive Director, Fulbright Commission France stressed the important role scholars play as citizen diplomats, building bridges regardless of politics. Among the programs offered by the Fulbright Commission is the The Fulbright Administrators program which is intended for administrators from community colleges and universities. Mr. Roujou de Boubée notes that the U.S. participants are very much interested in offering their students the opportunity for experiential learning to be included in their study abroad.
James Hicks, Ph.D., Program Director, Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP) reported that LSAMP since its inception in 1950 has helped over 600,00 students. LSAMP’s overall goal as cited on its website is to “assist universities and colleges in diversifying the nation’s science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) workforce by increasing the number of STEM baccalaureate and graduate degrees awarded to populations historically underrepresented in these disciplines: African Americans, Hispanic Americans, American Indians, Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians, and Native Pacific Islanders.” LSAMP is a congressionally mandated National Science Foundation program and offers help to two-year and four-year institutions. Undergraduate research is a key component of LSAMP and to achieve this, LSAMP supports study abroad by offering $5000 for a summer study abroad program that includes a visit to a national laboratory.
Session 2: Internationalizing and Professionalizing Student Experiences
Cedric Denis-Remis, Vice President, Mines ParisTech, spoke of the Grande Écoles of Engineering and the five-year Master’s equivalent degree known as the Grade de Master which includes the professional title of Tire d’Ingenieur; the former is the academic degree, and the latter the title that qualifies the graduate to practice as an engineer.  He noted that this degree program requires one semester to one year of study abroad anywhere in the world. His institution has partnerships with several U.S. universities mainly in California and New York with strong links to companies and research groups.  These strong links with companies makes it easy for their studies to find internships while enrolled at American universities.

Representatives from Université Paris Nanterre and University Caen, Sonia Lehman-Frisch and Benoît Véron, respectively, both noted that dual degrees are very popular.  Their institutions have also expanded the types of programs, in addition to traditional classroom instruction, where students can receive credit.  These include involvement as a student ambassador, or as a student buddy for special needs/international students.  Students can receive between 2-3 credits for these types of activities.

Molly Shneider, Managing Director of MISTI at MIT, spoke of the grants given to scientists and researchers and Dan Bertsche, Ph.D., with the University of Chicago indicated that his institution does have in place Ph.D. programs with some French universities.

Session 3: Increasing Mobility by Creating New Opportunities

Bénédicte de Montlaur, Cultural Counselor at the Embassy of France in the U.S. remarked on the 10% decline in the number of U.S. students studying in France since 2015.  On the other hand, he noted that U.S. community colleges are showing a surprisingly high interest in study abroad.  Mr. de Montlaur mentioned that since 2015 a law was passed in France to have English offered as a language of instruction along with tuition free higher education to attract international students to public universities.  The universities are also considering to offer internships in their exchange programs.  The only shared obstacle between the French and U.S. institutions is the mutual recognition of degrees. 
Mr. de Montlaur reminded the attendees of the Chateaubriand Fund which was created in 1981 to encourage young American scientists to perform research in France.  Fellows receive a monthly stipend of up to 1400 euros, paid round-trip ticket to France and support for health insurance.  Each year, the Chateaubriand program given about 50 grants. 

He also spoke of the Thomas Jefferson Fund, a newly formed fund for addressing the world’s most challenging problems. Since President Trump’s announcement that the U.S. is withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement, France is amplifying its STEM, Health and research programs at graduate and doctoral levels by launching several funds and grants to attract qualified talent.

This is demonstrated in President Emmanuel Macron’s “Make Our Planet Great Again” initiative and by the 12million euros committed to the MESRI and the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs in achieving this goal.  
Session 4: Relying on Communities

Connecting alumni is seen as one way of helping share with the community the benefits of studying in France.  The two programs that aim to achieve this goal are “France Alumni,” recently launched by Campus France and EURAXESS. The “France Alumni” is a set up as a network to connect individuals who had studied in France which includes both French and non-French nationals. EURAXESS assists European scientific diaspora with jobs and funding, partnership tools worldwide.  

Day 2, May 15, 2018

Opening Remarks & Session 5: French-American Student Mobility
Vincent Michelot, Ph.D., Institut des Amériques, Science Po Lyon, remarked that a great deal is happening at the regional level in France given the independence enjoyed by French universities.  This has meant that universities have already set up partnerships of their own.  He stressed the importance of including into the discussion other groups, think tanks, such as the Brookings Institution, Hudson Institute, the German Marshall Fund which has the young leadership program. Each of these groups has been developing programs that deal with bringing scholars from France to U.S. HEIs.  Another is I’Institut d’Engagement which has been promoting services that help minority students prepare academically for access to higher education.  Dr. Michelot added that the Grande Écoles are another set of institutions doing remarkable work and offer several scholarships to less privileged students. He stressed the need for more integration amongst these organizations and the importance of having a mechanism in place that follows up with those individuals who benefited from their programs by tracking their progress and success.  Jennifer Lawson, the Program Officer at the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs stressed the importance her office has placed on education exchange programs.  Ms. Lawson’s office posts information on scholarships from U.S. and foreign governments for study abroad opportunities. She indicated that the Gilman International Scholarship is now offered to students of U.S. community colleges  who wish to study abroad or for a short-term stay of two weeks. Candidates for the Gilman International Scholarship must be U.S. citizens, enrolled in an undergraduate program and qualified to receive Federal/PEL Grant.  They give 3000 scholarships each year that includes full tuition, room and board, and transportation.  In addition, U.S. federal government agencies will hire eligible exchange U.S. graduates for non-competitive posts.  And to demonstrate this commitment, three U.S. students were invited to speak on how they had personally benefitted from scholarships, grants and support from these various organizations.
Session 6: Communicating and Promoting France for Study Abroad
As expressed by several of the members of the French delegation, it is no longer enough for French HEIs to claim they are the best. There also needs to be mutual recognition of degrees if they wish to attract students to their institution.

Campus France representative Sévérine Debets shared the various achievements of her organization in the past year: 

· Simplifying the visa application process for students wanting to study in France (the processing time was reduced from 7 weeks to 3 business days)

· The application is now 100% on-line
· Offering a variety of support and information services to help U.S. students settle once in France (how to set up a bank account, transportation, etc.)

Session 7: Mutual Recognition of Educational Systems

Melanie Gottlieb, Deputy Director of AACRAO, and Julia Funaki, Associate Director of AACRAO International, presented an overview of the U.S. system of accreditation of HEIs and explained the credit system at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Since the structure of U.S. education is not mandated by law, accreditation was defined as:
· A voluntary process that aims to ensure enduring quality, accountability and improvement of educational institutions and programs of study, based on a continuous peer review process;

· Available to educational institutions at all levels of education – elementary/primary, middle/junior high, senior high, postsecondary;
· A guarantee that an institution has met the minimum standard set by the accrediting association based on criteria that are established and agreed upon by the higher education community as a whole;
· Not a ranking system or qualitative measurement of institutions compared to each other;
· Peer reviewed; that is accreditation reviews are carried out by instructors and administrators from accredited institutions who volunteer to be members of accreditation review teams and not paid for this work;
· A process subject to renewal; that is accreditation is granted for a specific period of time, usually every 5-10 years, depending on the rules of accrediting association;
· A process that is based on standards of good practice, not law. 

The U.S. credit system was defined as one where at the undergraduate level focus is placed on the number of years and the specific number of credits to be completed within each academic year, while at the graduate level the programs are viewed more holistically.  Depending on the institution and the degree program, a U.S. Master’s degree may require anywhere from 30 to 60 credits with 9 credit hours set as the minimum required in a semester in order to receive federal financial aid. However, a student with a teaching load, may be permitted to take 6 credits hours and continue to receive federal financial aid. 
Summary

France is seriously pursuing its goal of doubling its international student numbers both as a host country and for study in the U.S. The French government has allocated funds to support international student and scholar exchange, through its “Make Our Planet Great Again” initiative, partnerships with U.S. community colleges and launching innovative programs such as the two-week all expenses-paid boot-camp for community colleges students to visit France, refining the visa application for students, providing English as a language of instruction to attract students to public universities, and exploring ways to offer internships to students enrolled in the exchange programs.  The U.S. in turn has several programs already in place that support U.S. students with their study abroad goals.  In closing, the shared sentiment amongst several delegates was that universities in France and the U.S. can achieve their bilateral goals in student mobility through partnerships that foster mutual recognition of their degrees, offering dual degrees, and incentives such as paid internships and experienced-based learning objectives. 
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