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	Erste und zweite Staatsprüfungen für das Lehramt an Gymnasien

	 A Brief Survey of Research on the German Erste Staatsprüfung für das Lehramt an Gymnasien or 1. Staatsexamen (First State Examination for Teachers at Gymnasiums) and the Zweite Staatsprüfung or 2. Staatsexamen (Second State Examination) and their recommended U.S. equivalents.   (This study is limited to the State Examinations for Teachers at upper-secondary Gymnasien only.)


A Brief Survey of Research on the German Erste Staatsprüfung für das Lehramt an Gymnasien or 1. Staatsexamen (First State Examination for Teachers at Gymnasiums) and the Zweite Staatsprüfung or 2. Staatsexamen (Second State Examination) and their recommended U.S. equivalents*

*This study is limited to the State Examinations for Teachers at upper-secondary Gymnasien only.

1.  Porter, Georgeanne B. 1986. Federal Republic of Germany: A Study of the Educational System of the Federal Republic of Germany and a Guide to the Academic Placement of Students in Educational Institutions of the United States. Washington, D.C.: American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers.

“Training for Gymnasium teachers takes place at the university and lasts eight semesters, sometimes more. Similar to the teacher-training curriculum on other levels, the Gymnasium program includes two academic subjects and culminates in the first state examination. However, unlike students training for teaching at the other levels, students preparing for this examination rarely complete their work in the prescribed eight semesters. In fact, ten semesters is more normal. Upon passing the first state examination (erste Staatsprüfung für das Lehramt an Gymnasien), the trainees enter an extensive training period (Referendariat) of eighteen months to two years. Unlike the teachers training at other levels, student teachers at the Gymnasium teach only eight to ten lessons per week under the supervision of a Fachleiter (mentor). They also receive a stipend of about 60% of a beginning teacher’s salary. As in the other forms of student teaching, these student teachers study pedagogy, attend study seminars, and finally take the second state examination. (P. 119) (Underlined portion added by me.)
“After the students pass the first state examination, they enter their practical training phase for eighteen months to two years, leading to the second state examination. At this point, the students are no longer under the jurisdiction of the institution of higher learning but rather hold a probationary teaching appointment as well as civil-servant status and are administratively under a regional or state ministry for schools…They typically spend around twelve hours a week in practice teaching and the remaining time in seminars….The preparatory training period culminates in a written project (Schriftliche Hausarbeit) of about eighty pages followed by the second state examination (zweite Staatsprüfung)…Following the second examination and a probationary two-to four-year appointment, the teacher automatically gains lifetime civil-servant status, Beamter auf Lebenzeit, as a tenured teacher.” (P. 123)
Placement Recommendations approved by the National Council on the Evaluation of Foreign Educational Credentials:


Erste Staatliche Prüfung für das Lehramt an Gymnasium: May be considered for 

Graduate admission. May yield transfer credit for work completed during the final year of study, determined through a course-by-course analysis.  (P. 141)

Zweite Staatliche Prüfung für das Lehramt: A professional teaching qualification. (P. 141)

2.  1992. Degree Courses at Institutions of Higher Education in the Federal Republic of Germany, 3rd edition. Bonn: Verlag Karl Heinrich Bock: Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst – DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service).

“ 36 EDUCATION

Duration of studies: Average 9 semesters. 
Degrees:  “Diplom,” “Magister,” First State Examination for the Teaching Career.  For the latter, one or two additional teaching subjects are required.” (PP 59 – 60)

3. Lukas, Karen. 2002. The Educational System of the Federal Republic of Germany: A Guide for Evaluating Educational Credentials. International Education Research Foundation.

From Table 4.1 (p. 60):

Study Duration (in Semesters) for Selected Disciplines (1998)

Teacher Education

Major: All Secondary Subjects

Degree:  1. Staatsprüfung

Median Study Time:  9.8 – 12.7 semesters

Regular Study Duration: 9 semesters

% Graduating within Regular Study Duration:  0 – 38.2%

“The following degrees, regardless of whether they were earned after initial or postgraduate programs, qualify students for doctoral studies: Diplom, Diplom II, new Master, old Magister, and Staatsprüfung.” (p. 64)

“Technically, a Staatsprüfung (state examination) is not a university degree. Instead, it is a state licensing examination conducted in the fields of dentistry, food chemistry, law, medicine, pharmacy, teaching or veterinary medicine. University degrees do not exist in these subjects.  Although training occurs in a university, state ministries (not the universities) conduct the professional licensing examinations and award credentials confirming the examinations were passed. The state examination for each profession consists of at least two parts.”  (p. 77)

“Teachers at the primary and secondary level need state licensure to teach in schools that award state-recognized educational qualifications. The required qualification is a two-part state examination, administered by the relevant state ministry and not by the university the student attended.  The erste Staatsprüfung or 1. Staatsexamen (first state examination) concludes the six- to nine-semester university studies segment, and the zweite Staatsprüfung or 2. Staatsexamen (second state examination) concludes the 18- to 24-month Vorbereitungsdienst (preparatory service) conducted through a Studienseminar (study seminar).  Students must pass both state examinations to obtain teacher licensure, but they can enter doctoral studies after completing only the first state examination. (underline added) Entry into teacher licensure programs requires the general Hochschulreife earned in an upper secondary Gymnasium. (pp. 112 – 113).
“All states offer Type 4 teacher training for general education subjects in upper secondary Gymnasien and vocational schools.  Most programs last nine semesters, but some of the programs in artistic subjects may last 12 semesters. (underline added)

    Type 4 teacher training programs consist of a Grundstudium….midway through the university studies portion of the program, and a Hauptstudium, concluding with the first state examination.  The full program consists of coursework in educational sciences plus at least two teaching subjects.  Coursework in the two teaching subjects constitutes approximately three-fourths of the program, while the educational sciences fill the remaining one-fourth of the program. Practical experience is an integral part of the curriculum, beginning in the first semester.” (pp. 114-115)
“Because teacher-training programs differ by state and by university, the only way to determine the exact structure or requirements for a particular program is to consult that program’s Studienordnung (study regulation), Prüfungsordnung (examination regulation) for the first state examination, and Ausbildungsordnungen (training regulation) for the preparatory service and the second state examination.” (p. 116)
“Certificates awarded for passing the erste Staatsprüfung and zweite Staatsprüfung document completion of the full teacher-training program.  The relevant state ministry that examined the subject, not the university at which the student studied, issues these credentials.”  (p. 116)

Lukas, Karen. 2002. The Educational System of the Federal Republic of Germany: A Guide for Evaluating Educational Credentials. International Education Research Foundation.
Author’s Opinion on Comparability of Credentials:

State Examination for Teachers:

(1) Erste Staatsprüfung – Comparable to U.S. bachelor’s degree

(2) Zweite Staatsprüfung – Comparable to a U.S. master’s degree satisfying teacher licensure requirements (e.g., Master of Education)

4.  AACRAO’s EDGE database:

Erste Staatsprüfung: 

Credential Description:

First State Examination for teachers. Awarded after 3.5 – 4.5 years study in education.

Credential Advice:

….represents attainment of a level of education comparable to a bachelors degree in the United States

Diplom, Master, Master (FH), Magister – all of these credentials represent attainment of a level of education comparable to the master’s degree in the U.S.

Zweite Staatsprüfung – is not included in the database.

5.  Link to Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, online description of Teacher Certification Courses: 
https://www.international.hu-berlin.de/en/studierende/aus-dem-ausland/wegweiser/03/teacher
“Education Teacher certification is divided into two phases in Germany.  The first phase is studying at the university. The second phase, the traineeship (Referendariat), takes place in the field and is completed with the Second State Examination (Zweite Staatsprüfung).  Passing this examination permits the student to acquire a teaching position and is required for appointment in state schools.

The curriculum in the state of Berlin is divided in two consecutive teacher training courses (Lehramtsstudiengänge): a 6-semester Bachelor degree programme at the beginning, then a 4-semester Master programme.  Teacher certification (Lehrbefähigung) for school classes 1 – 10 requires a total of 8 semesters, whereas for classes 7 – 13 a total of 10 semesters study is needed.  The curriculum is comprised of two subjects as well as professional studies (teaching methodology, education, etc.). A Master’s degree equates the First State Exam (Erstes Staatsexamen). Thus, with a Master’s degree the university phase of teacher training is completed.  This is followed by practical training in the field, the traineeship (Referendariat).  The length of teacher training also depends on the desired teaching career. A range of one to two years of traineeship ends with the Second State Examination….”

IN SUMMARY, it appears that the university preparation needed to prepare the student to successfully pass the First State Examination (erste Staatsprüfung or erstes Staatsexamen) for Teachers at Gymnasiums still follows the pre-Bologna university study that is equivalent to the Diplom, Master, Master FH, or Magister degrees.  Furthermore, this study qualifies the student to enter doctoral study in Germany.  Regardless of whether this study is preceded by 12 or 13 years of high school education, passing the erste Staatsprüfung represents the completion of education equivalent to the U.S. master’s degree in Education.   The Second State Examination (zweite Staatsprüfung) appears to represent completion of practice teaching and is most closely equivalent to teaching licensure rather than additional education.
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